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The Suburban Teacher Education Program {STEP) vas
established at Texas Southern University in. ing 1975. STEP is a 16
veek experience which seeks to effectively prdpare black preservice
teachers for suburban. *cross-over" schools: It consists of two eight
wveek segnents, the first of wh;ch is devoted-to the involvement of
participants in irterdisciplinary seminars in mental health,
sociology of suburbia, and education, and employs inquiry teaching
techniques and methods. The remaining eight weeks consists of actual
in-class student teachlng vhere the *heories studies, field trips

ABSTBACT -

¢made, and the newer insights and understanding gained froa the

reality-oriented and field~based activrty of the first eight weeks
are implemented. Students Bay receive a maximum of 12 semester hours
credit for these experiences. Results of the first year's activity
indicate that the program has made a significant impact on the
student teachers, on thé univetsity, and the school coagunity in
wvhich it is located. The prograam brings together a divérse supportive
population and assists those students who seek to teach in suburbia
in bridging +the gulf that ex1sts between the tvq\cul*ures 1nvolved.‘
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materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every fort
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The Suburpan Teacher aucatlon Procran (STCP) .

o

Introduction ' . . .

‘iistorically, 2lack collegas and univcrsities*TFJXmer1ca have

szedarel teachers for a limite? job narket. Durinc the long years
i

-

of racially segregated schools, 3lacit teachers ware primarily

preparei to teach 3lack children in 3lack schools in

. S

W

so:—ymitias. In raceat years, since the 195 .

uorore court

Facision, rrich conceivably creatad new eriployment opportunities

for 3lack teachers, a new challence has been presented Black
. K ’ ?

colleces. dnG universities. ' .

y/’ -
l’ - - 13 (3 L] L] “ ’ . L]
. This challenge to these institutions is to prepare taelr.
: i )
craluated Zor successiul an. e“fective teaching in rulti-racial and

-

ultural sixtuations - a need that cane about not only as a

La
H
ey
el
'—l

ul of social ani legal changes in tnls country, but alsn Irom

[a]
D

..
b

r
n ennanting culturai >luralistic awareness ﬁ?at is international

-
M .

~ B

Unlike its sister institutions in the .statn and throuchout
aation, TTINS COUTIITDRAN UKIVHASI;‘ a predoninantly 31ack urban ’ !
/
Yas evidenced continuouas stuldont grovth
. - (3 . -~ (3 - / - .
over the past Zive years, lngreasing ron slicghtly nore thap six
- , . .
n eichtv-threce hundred in 1975.

]

aniversity in ilouston, Telas

thousanl in 1970 to nore t!
" 1ith the foregoing, as /a point of.dejarture, over ‘the.last Jour

. = :\. 3 .
years, TLCUAS SOUTIZRI Ul VBRSITY has sought to develép urban-based

student teaching ororrans tlat nrovided opxtions and chaices in the

tvne of setting in which stu&énts comnleted this experif?

. +
procrans that, in addition to, enphasizing hunanistic and aZfec

1 ] . -
concerns, also include avt1v1 v that iove, as siciteil " (1971) suggested
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“Zpom an ernhasis updn ascrip otion to an emphasig upon rosults--

- yara is 1253 coregrn abouit hovr someone ¢oes ahout his worl: but
- *
-wich nore ifterest in what follows fron this activity." ¥

v

‘

- /
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.

* The Alterhative Progran ‘described in this renort and presented

M ’

for consideration for the Distincuished Achieverent Award is the

|

TRICTTR - TDUCATION PROAAIT (STTP) .

ésﬁuvrxe

The (STCP) Progran is tiue newest and probably the most innovative

of our alterna cive stucent “eaching esiperiences. This progran is

ased én-a lifetine of previous experiences and their interpretations

[y

of these experiences. Several situations and concerns, both local

and national, lel to its develovment.

“~ » .

M A4 : ~ g ) L. 3
A A few years &ge, the Ilouston Independcenc Scihiool District was

-

-

required by federal court ordgr tqQ G

), desegregate its nrofessional

< )

zeaching stafZ. This plan ordered by ”ederal District Tu&re Ben

Connally in 1970 is connonly referred to as the "Singletoﬁ Ratio"
. T . . ) — »
or ‘teacher crossover". The court order recuirefl that- faculties

-

in all sciiools should be similar in -cormposition to the school

-

the decrce. Iiience, 'where faculties had been¢§ll 3lack in schools
with all Dlacl enrdllments and all “Thite'in schools with gll white

)

- . : . . . . . . 4
enrollments, faculties in every school in the Jistrict would.becore.

oredoninantly white. The "Singleton Ratio” requlred that’ faculties

.

in The iiouston Independent “School District, where, tor the nast

<

several vears, we have ‘nlaced more tﬁan seventv-five peﬂaent of our

\\\\:ent teacners each Senester, is requlred by the slnwleteE>Ratlo
to

ssign teachers in each school at a ratlo of 65% white / 35%

-
.
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district’ =3 teacher racial or ethnic composition as of the date of . ;
|

i
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Black with 2 19% tolerance. 4 . |
i

.
W -y - - Y'Y




v

Thus becan an era of ‘deercasing job opportunity for Black
caciiers, hoih veterans and novice, in the Houston Independent
chool “1.t?ict. % .

E
[
ol

o>
.

N

v Y - [} *
In a diffexent cortext buit related to this problem, Roberts °
- ]

(1271), obsersa2d that racidn had ranifested itself in subtle and

3

f . I3 N - -b' ) .
overt actioas, by an increasing nunber of thite supervising teathers
‘ L . " -

] P
o2 Jlacl student teachers from Texas Southern Uhiversi:y. Instances

~ - Pl . - .

of this sort were further amplified in seninars and in personal
-

teachers consistently reported incicents of what they perceived to

conferencaes held over the past three years, wherein,student - )
pe prejudical behavior Dj thelr suﬁerv151ng teachers.

R

. ' Iiserience with "cross-over" supervising teachers (teachers who

-

1
ere assicnc’l o scl.oals trhzre their racial or ethnic group is in ‘
- . tho rinority) have sioun that far too many oI them both Blachk and
3

"Thite, tere inadzquatelrr preparcd acadenically and ermotionally for - .-
» ° \ . :
tezaching or sunerv151ng in & cross~cu1 tural or multi—cultural

¢ - .
3 ~
setting. ' . < .

Many cone from hackgrounds quite different from those of Dersons

» in corunities in vrhich they wgif assicned, ,resultiny nany tires in -

"a clash o culture” t/hen these teachers try to ingbse their v
. ¢ .
"stanlarcs® oa stufents vith cultural oac.g;ounc different Iron

4 . .
. t

tlicir own.

.
. .
e . s \
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v ' AnROTiu £ Tavalopment which Jel to the creation of this progran

hEY

ras a staterant by the Snperintnninnt of thé Touston Independent

¢ . L (3 / .c
Ccnonl Districk, cfhich apﬁenrgy/bo *% ' shift in personnel policy,
) . { ) . ot :
in an article in a local dailv ne'rsngnor. Superinterdent Billy
\ ‘ i ' .
- eagan swc2stct that the nation's nﬁven 1 largest school district
- . : S : .
nay no lonter bLe a recca Zor ninority -teachers if student’ enrollnent
- - ’ o ) ’ " /
did not increcase. DReagan furtier indicated that the Ilbuston

4

Inledendlent School Dlstrlc Wpd 1dst. 30,999 'students over +he past
, 0 > ) . ‘ M

four vears and that' these students_vere nrobably now enrolled in .

.

\ o
adjacent suburban school districts. According to ~cagan, who cited
. . -~ . oy

Texas Iducation Agency statistics, only one of these suburban

, - districts had & substantial number of Black faculty members and that

, "unless other districts in the Couston area astune a rore aygggesive .
.role in the hiring oZ Black—teachers, it would be'rather difficult
4 ) ¢ / -+

for the beginning 3lack iteacher to gain erployment in the douston

‘district.

L3

v

iiow do we eruin and more a ectlvelj nreoare dent teachers
to cone with an® rekate t¢ these problems? - .

t
In an effort to av01%!/1milar kinds of diffSculties which
P i

nicht result when Slack ‘tulent teachers are assigned to schools in

+

-
’

which “the faculty and ‘student population may be different from T

Wi thdse in urban city schools, 3lack student teachers assigned in

A3

suburban school Jdistricts need meahingful and effective prevaration

s

I, . . . c s .
¢ =+ in helplng'then strengthen their self-image; to objéctively view

L3

their own attitudes, anxieties and prejudices; as well as the need )

to gain added insight into similar characteristics of their

.
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UO ' \ . .
sunerVising teachers and others with whom t&ey will be working.’
Additionallv, tlack student tea;hers need to better uncerstand their

. own culture and that of their pupils. Tﬁev(STEP) program format //

. includes two phases and sevéral conponents. (See attached Process chart),
\

A - L - <

During the first half of the semester students. participate in
. 4
. LnterdLSCiolinarv seninars in “ducation (inquiry. teachirg techniques),

‘ 5

N -

<lental #flealth and SOCiolory of Suburbia. /ror an explanation of the

=

seninar activity see attached Scope and Seqdence Calendar7. The

. . ’
5

second half consists of in-class student teaching. , " CL\ \
"II. - Objectives T : L

\ . . a 4
l

The objectives of the bfogram are to assist participants tos”

¢ .

1. Understand nore clearly their attituces, insecurlties, .
anxieties apd prejudices. ‘

. . .. 2., Understand their own and their pupils' environment .
. "and culture. . ' - . T .

.

» -

- J - 3. Develon skills to copelﬁith 1 & 2 above.
’ S . t . .
., - 4. De competent in inquiry teachinc methodology. ' y
T ' .52 Ootain enmploynent in a suburban district. '
1¥I. Personnel - . y > , o
. ’ .
The staff o%_tpe program in addition totthe_director,

']
»

* includes instructional specialists in 'ental Health,Sociology of

Suburbia and EZducation. TThen ‘the nrocran was instituted -during the
LY

‘Spring Semester, (January, 1973), the three instructional specialists
were secured from outside.the university with funds obtained fron .

several sources for nrogram support. During the second semester
]
" of the prograr, in an eiffort to move towvard institutionalizing this
L4

experience of the University,arrangements were nade with the Psy-

chology and Sociology Departnents”to have each assign a specialist .

”

to the program, wio would serve in the areas of Tlental flealth and
’ Q Sociology«of Surburbia respbctively. ~ ‘ .
-ERIC - - o o
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L3
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" and consultants. ' .o i l
i

. .
. ‘ -~ .

. 1 € o -
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*

A

Additionallj, the Education”scminar was conducted by'a“staff person

fron the School of Tducation.. Students ndw receive £fron six to -

twelve genester hours credit in one or qofe of the three areas.

.
* . ~ -

IV. DBudget

v

. *faen the progran was initiated in the Spring of 1975, it was .
a o
supporfed by funds from outside the Sthool of Lducation's budget.

Ouring the first year -(1374-75), support funds'wgre secured from the

following sources.: . - . L
1. Texas Southern University Paculty Research " \
. Cormittee = = =~ = = = = = = = = = = = ~ = §54,000.90
D ) - v

.

39

2. Houston office, llational Conierence of :
Christians ancd Jews = = = - - JL; - == 1,009.00

" , 3. The fenil Foundation llousiton, TYe:ias - - ‘2,ﬂﬂ0.00
' . Total - §7,009%.00

v, . )
Currently, the program istsupported by funds secured fron:

.

’ 1

. 1.+ Texas Southern University Fdculty Research.
Commi;tee e e e e e e e - e == - = = 54,000,000
’

.
-

. 2. lous*on office, -llational Cdnference oI |

. Christians and¢ Jewrs - = = = = = = = = = = | 590.99
' 3, "Jack and Jill Foundation qf America,, »
o ffouston Chapter = — = = = - = = = =% - = 3,100.00
2. The !tenil Founlation, IHouston, Texas - - _1,%07.09
. . : . ‘ Total . 32,50m.77 .
Among the activitics sﬁggortdﬂ Qyithese,funds are stipenif
' fgrstuient and staff‘travel:dﬁ:ing the first ohase of the pro-
gram; »urchase of special sﬁpplics hnd,mategials: cross-cultural
dining experienceé‘for’students; and stipends for special lecturers
. ‘» - . - .‘..
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T, CAnTrit1miar a2t a i sawavanent a7 tanchnr eaecatkion .

s have heea unlerrar 8 sicnificantly alflect

T .

. TOT voar " Zerp
- - < 'l‘- < 9 - . e

.

ani inprove erachnr nreparation procrams in the several colleges and

. -

universitics in ~rerica. "Tile these efforts have, in many instances,

- N

»aan successiul "in addressing nany of the needs identified ‘such as
. L]
srecological anc technical’ compzatenc=, little in recent years, has

béen Jdone to focus on aifective and hunanistic concerns in teacher
preparation eicent at a seléct few iﬁst;tutist. ‘Indced, even less
1as heen Jone ﬁq assist the minority croup student in many of the
larger institutions as he soucht %o reconcile nany of the problens and
' concerns which confrorted hin- problens related to teaching in a ‘
society, in its varied comnunities, feeliqg competent, secure and
' being effective. ' - ,
- The STLD prograr was concebvtualized and developéd to address ‘.

» ’
many oZ the above nentioned concerns to waich traditionally structured-

- .
)

student teaching procrans have given little attention. Y

Results Of the first vear's activity revealed increases in part-

icivant's Ac¢cayntance of sglff, Canacity “or Intipate ‘contact and of

béing Inner-Jirecfed as reasured by the Personal .Orientation Inven:r -
' &
L4 ’

zorv (POI). 9n the other hand, responses on one of the subjective

L)

neasures revealed (At [lid-Semester) the desperate need for programs

“

such as STCP. A varticipant, in the control ¢roup, expressed the :
- follovine concern "They (suncrvising teachers in his/her schodl) have
preconceived thoughts that hecause we are black we don't lnow much and
will make many nistakes. Aiso,‘they keen .thelr eves onan and ears

. ’ ,

. serked for the slightest error. I have been aware of their stares."”
. ’

Inherent in the foregoing statements are the insidious efiects of

racisn, feelings of low cxpectation and low self-recard which vlaque

- . [

many bLlack studen%ffeachers“involved in crossJowQr teaqping situations.

. : = | g
ERIC . =~ °
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A statement nade by one of the participants (in the

-

ekperimental group) sugcested -that the program had achieved its

\ v :
goal. She stated "I feel that the first half of\the program
couldn't have done a better job of helping me achleve those goals

set forta. It didn't totally change my views but it did teach me to

-

have an open nmind.". .

' The School of Education at Texas Southern Uhiversity is :

encouraged by the successful results we have had to date and loolk

férward to its continuanc€. Further, ve Visuaiize.nop only the
continuancé o STEP at Texas Sauthern, but also the expansion of
activity such as those included in STEP_included in teacher
preparation p}ograms in an increasing nurtder of institutions

- ¢ .
throughout tke country in the imnmediate future.

oy

VI. valuatidn rethods and results

ty

1-h

During the first year of the program it was conducted as an

enperinen:al research study, witi an euperimental and a control

4

.

group consisting of seven students each. EIEvaluative instrunent used

-
Kl

were the Pexgonality Orientation Inventorv (POI) vy Lverett Shiostrom;

4
]

the linnesota Teaclhier Atcitude Inventorv ("TAI) by Cook, Leads and

Céilis and several subjective reasuies which wvere specially devrikel

- \

for the orogran participants. "They were: "A nidnoint Assessnent”
: X ‘
and "The Zaciground Tuperiences surjfy " mhe sane evalyative

~easures 7ill be used in this vear's pregran with possfbly a few

b dificaé&ons in the subjective instruments to provide for -clarity.

It is also plann=d to use a §ubjective instrumpn% at thé end of thew
1] ’ -

sermester in addiﬁion to tlite POI and the "IJAI. Six of the sgyen

N

’

students in the e:xperinental croup (1974-75) are nov located as teachers,

in suburban Jdistricis in Austin, Te:mas, Shreveport, Louisiana,

Beaumont, Te:as, tlalnut Send, Teggs and in the louston Independent

- —an

School District. i0

-

-~
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. The mcvcﬁvmb Teacher Education wHOQHmB Amahmv .“; ,.uw G
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! (8 zmmwwv L. . : : , (8" weeks) . .
w. STEP COMPONENTS - > . IN-CLASS COMPONENTS T
: ; : - - i
. )
(Interdisciplinary\Geminars) 7 it
, : ‘ R 4
N t Education | ’ Field Student H
(Methods and Techniques): Trips Teaching W
. > Comnmuni Elementary and B
Students = EmwwlmlMT ondary ___|] { Students §
ENTER 1 Sociolo of Suburbia > " Sotial Agency Visitts' . EXIT .
! JY . '~ Sensitivity Sessions 1! Seminars L i
e T Micro-Teaching Session Hw ~H
4 Mental lealth H Community Interviews; :!roo:mmﬁm:omm 4
, Lectures .
. . © N\ Observations .
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Procran Simnarv

. <
The Suhurhan Teacher Tuddcation Progran (STEP) . .

The Suburban Teacher Iducation Program (STEP) was designed duripg :

the 'sarmer of 1974 and was establiéhed”at'Texas Southern Univc;sitf ,
p

in the Spring of 1975. A sixteen week experience which seeks . to .

mora effectively prepare Black.pre-sé%%icé teachers fotr suburban -

"cros§—0ver" schoolé, It consisté 6f ﬁwg eight weeks-seemeﬁfgj/zggfﬂf——ﬁ

')

first of which is ﬁevdﬁpd to tne 1nvolvenent of particinants in

~

-
.

- 1nterdiscinllnary semlnars in ‘lental Health, Sociolog& of Subufia .

I3
and Education, emoloylnarlnaulry teachlng techniques and methods.

The remaining eiaht veeks consist of actual\ln-class student

-

teaching where, the theories studied, the field trips made and the .
newer insights and understanding gained from reality-orjented and

afieldibased activity of the first eight weeks, will be implemented.

-

> Students mayv receive.a maxinun of twvelve semester hours credit for
°® ~ LN .
‘these experience=. ' .

0
For the present and past gcademic vears, the pregran has received
fipancial\;qpport fréﬁ several sources. Included are: a $4,000.90 =
iesearch grant aacn year 1:rom Teras Southern quQersity's Faculty/

Researci conmlttee; a -1, 006 70 grant ‘in 1274-75 and a $399.00 grﬁnt

in 1775-76, from the Houston office of the ilational Conference of |

Chrlstlans and Jews; a 32,000.109 grant in 1974 79 and a $1,010. 0

!

grant. in 1973h76 ’rdh the houston Tlenil Foundatloh° and in 197:*76,

- * /!

a $3,900.00 grant from the Jack and Jlll of America Founaatlonr

. Y

-
.
f -

. // Results of the first year's aCLlVlty indicate that the oroaram ‘has

masgie a 51gn1f1cant impact on the stu&ent teachers 1nvolved, oﬂ the

€ \

’

dniversity and in the school-cornuaity 1n.wh1cn it is located.

’

(€) ) ) | | ) 12/ ) ’ .. ' ' *
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The »roaran srovides~another ontion for Student teachers. It bHrinds
- ' -
together a cdiverse supportive population and nost of all assists
L - ¥, . & . H . . /
those studepts w10 seek to teach in suburbia in bridging the ‘
. s ‘ ; D
guls t#iiégxist between the two cyltures* involved, !
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